
Sunday, March 26, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Gathering 
God reaches out to us and calls us together to worship. Together, we respond to God’s invitation to 

worship and relationship with praise and song. We also respond with a prayer of humility, mindful of our 

human sins. Thankfully, God forgives us. In response to God’s forgiveness,  
we forgive and share peace with one another. 

Welcome 

Prelude                            “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”     Ham 

*Call to Worship Worship in a Flash 

Leader: Listen, the heart of God calls to us: Come, my beloved, my chosen; come home 

to me. Let us respond to the invitation with joy and laughter. Let us bring our dreams and 

hopes, our longings, our desires, and our love. Let us be open to the indwelling of God, 

who makes all things new. 

People: We come, O God; we come. 
  

*Gathering Prayer -Book of Common Worship 

Almighty God, our Redeemer, renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow your 

commands and proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

*Hymn #388 “O Jesus I Have Promised” 

Prayer of Humility Worship Sourcebook 

O God of laughter and tears, we come in this Lenten season weighed down by the 

past. Sometimes we feel trapped by past actions, past attitudes, past beliefs. We feel 

as if we are wandering in a desert, carrying burdens, losing our way. Sometimes we 

hold fast to this past, hold fast to our prejudices and our fears. We criticize, we 

judge, we despair, we doubt our ability to change. Break open our hearts, pour in 

your transforming and renewing love. Keep our focus upon new life in you. Amen. 
  

Assuring Forgiveness  Isaiah 55.3 

Leader: Listen, so that you may live: the steadfast love of the Lord never fails. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

*Song (projected) “In My Life” 

*Sharing Forgiveness and Peace 

Leader: In response to God’s forgiving us, let us forgive and be at peace with one 

another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share the forgiveness, love, and peace received from God  

with others around you by saying, “Peace be with you.” 

 

Listening  
God attends to our joys and concerns while we share what’s on our hearts and minds in the Prayers of 

the People. We respond by listening to God’s Word in scripture and sermon.  

We continue to praise God in song. 

 

Attending Prayer 

Youth Chat  



Sharing Our Congregation Celebrations and Concerns 

Choral Call to Prayer 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Scripture Psalm 100 

Choir Anthem                                      “Adam Lay YBounden”  Near 

Scripture John 11:17-27 

Message “I Am the Resurrection and the Life” 

*Hymn (projected) “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” 

 

 

Responding 

We respond to the love, forgiveness, and guidance we receive in worship by serving God and one another 

through the ministries of the congregation. We offer our resources and our lives to God’s work. 

Work of the Church (Announcements) 

Offering Invitation  Philippians 3.7-8 

All that we seek to accomplish, all that we strive to achieve, all that we claim to possess- 

all of this amounts to nothing without the grace of God. With gratitude let us offer our 

lives to the Lord. 
 

Offertory “Canon in D”   Pachelbel 

*Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving  Worship Sourcebook 

O Mighty One, you have done great things for us, and holy is your name. Bless all we 

offer you— ourselves, our time, and our possessions— that through us your grace and 

favor may be made known to all the world, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

*Hymn (projected) “Take My Life and Let It Be” 

*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude                                                  Meditation from “Thais”    Massenet  

Worship team today:  Rev. Jules Joy, Dale Smith, Leigh Conti, Tech Team  

 

The Week Ahead:          

     Mon……………….1:00 pm Quilters 

              7:00 pm Men’s Study 

        Tues……………….6:30 pm Tech Team 

                                         Wed……………….5:30 pm Community Worship – First Baptist 

                              6-7:00 pm Grace Notes Rehearsal  

  7:30 pm Choir 

                                         Tues. & Thurs…..…9:30-11:30 am Door Ministry 



 

Raisner Family College Scholarship for Graduating HS Seniors  

Application through the Stark Community Foundation 

The students can apply online beginning January 1, 2023  

at https://www.starkcf.org/grants-and-scholarships/for-students  

The deadline to apply is April 1, 2023. For more information, see Nancy McEwen 

 

Mac McAllister College Scholarship for Graduation HS Seniors 

Applications are available in the church office. Deadline for submission is June 12, 2023. 

More information in March/April Communicator or talk with Nancy McEwen 

 

Card Ministry: Would you like to encourage our congregation members through the Card 

Ministry? Could you write cards one month out of the year? Please contact Betty Fleming. 

 

Grace Notes will be performing April 30th. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 

April 5, 12.  Dress Rehearsal is April 15, 12:00-1:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

Community Lenten Worship Service on Wednesday is at First Baptist,  20 6th St SE. Rev. Dr. 

Jules Joy will be preaching.  Dinner at 5:30 and worship at 6:30 pm. Please mark your calendar.  

 

Central members and attenders who need prayer: 
 

Cheryl Anderson: strength & mobility 

Charlie & Maureen Cooper: continued prayers for both as they fight infections 

Bev Denholm: Amherst Meadows, 1610 1st Street NE, Massillon, Room 502. Visitors welcome 

Jack Elliott: arthritis left ankle. 

Bill Indorf: cancer free 

Jean Kidd: prayer for strength, comfort and improvement 

Cheryl Lash: continuing prayers 

David Oberlin: aging & health needs 

Doris Oberlin: .  3125 Smith Rd Apt #423, Fairlawn, Oh 44333 or send mail to her daughter Linda Maddern 326   

Schocalog Rd Akron, Oh 44320. Improving and gaining strength. 

Lorna Patt: The Inn at Northwood Village, 5799 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622 Room 212  

Jean Rice: remains at Hennis Care center in Bolivar. Room 106 / 300 Yant St 44612.  Cards welcome 

Mary Ross: ear swelling and hearing loss 

Jan Starrett: at Rose Lane  

John Willis: prostate cancer 

Pastor Larry Lalama: prayers for healing & comfort 

Barb Cornell: recuperating well from knee surgery. Prayers for treatment and recovery. 

Lois Werner: recovering from back surgery. 

Jon Benko: gall bladder surgery on March 21st. 

Jim Snively: recovering at home from carotid artery surgery.  

Donna Burau: cancer 

Stew Fryer: prayers for hip replacement recovery. 

 

https://www.starkcf.org/grants-and-scholarships/for-students

