
The Problem of Pain - Chapter 2 
Divine Omnipotence  

 
Is God powerless in the face of suffering?  
 
As Christians, we believe that God is omnipotent, or all powerful over all things at all times and in all 
ways. But every day we are bombarded with reports of neglect, murders, wars, and natural disasters 
that seem so unnecessary. If He exists and has the power to make things better, why doesn’t He act to 
remove evil and pain from the face of the earth? 
 
This is a troubling question that drives many people away from God—not necessarily because the 
question is hard to understand but because the answer is not what we want it to be. In this chapter, 
Lewis tackles this question head on by helping us understand the balance between God’s omnipotence 
and the self-imposed limitations that He places on Himself for our benefit. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Discussion Questions 
  
1. Lewis simplifies the problem of pain down to “If God were good, then we’d be happy, and if God were 
almighty, His creatures would also be happy.” What does Lewis say is the only possibility of answering 
the problem of pain? What are the popular meanings today for the words “happy,” “good,” and 
“almighty,” and how might they fall short when referencing God? (p. 16) 
  
2. The Bible says that God is omnipotent (all-powerful) and “nothing is impossible” for Him. Read 
Genesis 1:3, 6, 9; Jeremiah 32:17; Luke 1:37; Matthew 19:26; Psalm 135:6; and Job 42:2. What sense of 
God’s power, or omnipotence, do you get from these verses? 
  
3. Lewis states that God’s omnipotence is constrained by three realities. The first reality is that even 
though God is all-powerful, He cannot contradict Himself by doing what is intrinsically impossible (or 
contrary to His nature). According to 2 Timothy 2:13, James 1:13, Job 34:12, and Hebrews 6:18, what are 
some of the things that God will not do because it is contrary to His nature?  
  
4. According to Lewis, it’s not that God can’t do anything but rather that He refuses to act outside of His 
nature. In the same way, we self-impose limits on ourselves that are motivated by the very nature of 
who we are. What is an example of something that you could do but refuse to do because it goes 
against your nature? 
  
5. What are the traits of someone who is constantly contradicting themselves? Do you trust them? Why 
or why not? What would be the result of having a God who is constantly contracting Himself? 
  
6. The world would have us believe that the Bible is full of contradictions. Read Genesis 3:1–5. From the 
beginning, how did Satan seek to contradict the authority of God’s Word with Eve in the Garden of 
Eden? How does he continue to cast subtle attacks on believers today? 
  
7. The second reality of God’s restrained omnipotence is His greatest gift at creation to our first human 
parents, Adam and Eve: the gift of free will. Read Deuteronomy 30:15–19 and Joshua 24:15. Why did 

If God were good, He would wish to make His creatures perfectly happy, and if 

God were almighty, He would be able to do what He wished. But the creatures 

are not happy. Therefore God lacks either goodness, or power, or both. 



God give us free will? What would happen if God intervened every time we abused our free will and 
were about to choose badly?  
  
8. Since we have the freedom to choose, who is ultimately responsible for the consequences of the 
choices we make? Read Matthew 22:35–40. What does God ultimately desire for us to do with our 
freedom of choice?  
  
9. The third reality of God’s restrained omnipotence is that He created a relatively independent and 
fixed environment (space and time) for the free beings to live in. Why is it necessary for this 
environment to have a fixed nature? (pp. 21–22) 
  
10. The earth was not originally created to produce devastating natural disasters. Read Genesis 3:17–19. 
What effect did sin have on the earth? According to Romans 8:19–21, what is creation eagerly awaiting? 
  
11. It is unfortunate that God gets the blame for senseless acts of violence and that natural disasters are 
referred to as “acts of God.” Yet God is given no credit for months, years, and even decades of peace 
and good weather. Why do you think this is so? Why doesn’t God just intervene in the form of miracles 
all the time to rescue us? (p. 25) 
  
12. Do you agree with Lewis’s statement: “Try to exclude the possibility of suffering…and you find that 
you have excluded life itself”?  Why or why not? (p. 25) 

CHAPTER 2 NOTES AND REFERENCES 
Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225 – March 7, 1274) was an Italian Dominican friar, Catholic priest, and Doctor 
of the Church. He was an immensely influential philosopher, theologian, and jurist in the tradition 
of scholasticism, within which he is also known as the Doctor Angelicus and the Doctor Communis. – 
Wikipedia 
 
Equivocal – Open to more than one interpretation; uncertain or questionable in nature 
Intrinsically – Something associated with a person or thing’s nature or inherent characteristics and 
doesn’t depend on external factors; in an essential or natural way  
 
Self-contradictory – To say or do the opposite of something. For example, a teenager might say that he 
was at the library studying at 8 p.m. for four hours but then later say that he was at the movies the same 
night. 
 
Inadvertence – The act of not focusing the mind on a matter 
 
Inexorable – Impossible to stop or prevent 
 
Platonic – (of love or friendship) intimate and affectionate but not sexual 
 
Surreptitiously – In a way that attempts to avoid notice or attention; secretively 
 
Externality – The fact of existing outside the perceiving subject 
 
Omniscience – Knowing everything 
 
Plurality – Relating to, consisting of, or containing more than one or more than one kind or class; a 
plural society 
 
Anthropomorphic – Described or thought of as having a human form or human attributes 
Indeterminacy – The indeterminacy of something is its quality of being uncertain or vague 


