
The Problem of Pain - Chapter 4 
Human Wickedness  

 
If there’s a God and He’s all powerful and all loving, why does He want me to change? What have I done 

to Him that’s so bad that I need to change? I don’t think I’m that bad. In fact, when I look around at 

others in society, I seem rather good compared to some of them. 

The simple and easy Christian answer is that none of us are good in the sense that God requires. We’re 

all sinners, every one of us. God wants to make us more lovable by making us more like Jesus Christ. 

Unfortunately, the problem in today’s culture is that we do not think we need God. The shame of sin 

and bad behavior has diminished over time and, in some respects, has become fashionable and even 

accepted as normal behavior. 

Cultural alleviation of the shame of sin will never override the pain, suffering, and consequences that sin 

actually produces. In this chapter, Lewis helps us understand the nature of human wickedness and what 

needs to be altered to make us better. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 Discussion Questions 
  
1. Lewis claims the gospel was first preached to those who were more aware of their shame, even those 

from pagan backgrounds as “they knew they deserved the Divine anger.” He believes the philosophies of 

the modern age have lured people into a false hope of believing their sin and shame no longer require a 

God-sized solution. Lewis attributes this to two principal causes. What is the first principal cause? What 

is the second principal cause? (pp. 49–50) 

  

2. Regardless of cultural reinterpretation of sin, Scripture is very clear on the subject matter. According 

to Isaiah 59:2 and Romans 6:23, what is the consequence of sin in regard to our relationship with God? 

Many would like to believe that God is so “loving” that He will overlook our “little faults,” “lapses,” and 

“indiscretions.” Read Jeremiah 16:17, Numbers 32:23, and Hebrews 4:13. Why is it wrong for us to think 

that God will overlook our sin, even small, relatively unimportant things? 

  

3. Lewis says regarding the view of sin in society that “We are told to ‘get things out into the open’, not 

for the sake of self-humiliation, but on the grounds that these ‘things’ are very natural and we need not 

be ashamed of them.” What sins today are excused as natural expressions of who we are? (p. 50) 

 

 4. Read Ephesians 4:18–19 and 1 Corinthians 2:14. How does Paul describe a culture that has chosen to 

indulge in sin? According to Romans 1:24–28 what are the consequences for a culture when sin goes 

unaddressed in society? 

  

We think the worst we have done to God is to leave him alone. 
Why can’t he return the compliment? 

 



5. What does Lewis say is the only solution to saving a culture that has co-opted this mindset regarding 

sin? According to Lewis, what happens when people attempt to be Christians without an awareness of 

sin? According to 1 John 1:8–10 what happens when we attempt to be Christians without an awareness 

of sin? (pp. 50–51) 

  

6. Lewis makes eight observations as to why the modern-day illusion of innocence is just that—an 
illusion. What is the first modern-day illusion of innocence? Why is this particular illusion so tempting 
and easy for us? What did Paul say is the danger of making comparisons with one another in  
2 Corinthians 10:12? (pp. 52–53) 
  

7. What is the second modern-day illusion of innocence? What is the danger of succumbing to the idea 

of “corporate guilt?” (p. 54) 

  

8. What is the third modern-day illusion of innocence? Read 2 Peter 3:8. Why should we not evaluate 

our sin by the time that has lapsed? (pp. 54–55) 

  

9. What is the fourth modern-day illusion of innocence? Have you ever used this excuse? When we use 

this excuse, we are attempting to shift the standards of righteousness to meet our personal or social 

agendas. According to Isaiah 5:20, why should we not attempt this shift in morality? What are some 

examples of society shifting the standards of morality? (pp. 55–57) 

  

10. What is the fifth modern-day illusion of innocence? Do you think the level of morality in society 

today is better than that of our ancestors? (p. 58) 

  

11. What is the sixth modern-day illusion of innocence? What is an example that Lewis used of a virtue 

being used outside of God’s moral law? (p. 59)  

  

12. What is the seventh modern-day illusion of innocence? (pp. 59–60) 

  

13. What is the eighth modern-day illusion of innocence? What did James say about where temptation 

comes from in James 1:13–15? Do you think that some people are born genetically geared toward 

certain behaviors? Explain. How does this fit in with shifting responsibility of that behavior back to God? 

(p. 60) 

  

14. Review the definition of the Doctrine of Total Depravity in the notes section. What was Lewis’s 

position on total depravity? Do you agree with him? 

  



15. In this chapter, Lewis desires for us to understand intellectually (not emotionally) that we are in 

some respects a “horror to God” and that the closer we get to God, the more we realize it. How does 

the apostle Paul characterize himself in 1 Timothy 1:15? 

 

CHAPTER 4 NOTES AND REFERENCES 

Epicurean philosophy – A philosophy of one devoted to sensual pleasure 

Psychoanalysis – A system of psychological theory and therapy that aims to treat mental disorders by 

investigating the interaction of conscious and unconscious elements in the mind and bringing repressed 

fears and conflicts into the conscious mind by techniques such as dream interpretation and free 

association 

Nadir – The lowest point; the point of greatest adversity or despair 

Extirpate – To root out and destroy completely. 

Pons asinorum (Latin for “bridge of asses”) is the name given to Euclid’s fifth proposition in his Elements 

of geometry, also known as the theorem on isosceles triangles…the first real test in the Elements of the 

intelligence of the reader and functions as a “bridge” to the harder propositions that follow. Whatever 

its origin, the term is also used as a metaphor for a problem or challenge which will separate the sure of 

mind from the simple, the fleet thinker from the slow, the determined from the dallier; to represent a 

critical test of ability or understanding. – Wikipedia 

Iniquitous – Grossly unfair and morally wrong 

Quixotic – Exceedingly idealistic; unrealistic and impractical 

William Law (1686 – April 9, 1761) was an English priest, writer, and mystic. – Wikipedia 

Doctrine of Total Depravity – While often misunderstood, the doctrine of total depravity is an 

acknowledgement that the Bible teaches that as a result of the Fall of man (Genesis 3:6), every part of 

man—his mind, will, emotions, and flesh—has been corrupted by sin. In other words, sin affects all 

areas of our being, including who we are and what we do. It acknowledges that the Bible teaches that 

we sin because we are sinners by nature. - GotQuestions.org 


