
The Problem of Pain - Chapter 10 
Heaven 

 
What is the ultimate answer to the problem of pain? Heaven! 
 
In Paul’s letter to the Roman church, he tells us that the afflictions, persecutions, sickness, pain, and all 
that believers are called to endure on this earth last no longer than the present time. These afflictions 
are but for a moment, for no sooner we are in heaven, where we are free from fears, doubts, disease, 
death, pains, and wicked people who can hurt us.  
 
In this last chapter, Lewis seeks to balance the scales between the pain we experience here on Earth and 
the joys of heaven. Heaven is not some illusion that Christians have developed to ease suffering but 
rather a real place that Christ has prepared for those who believe. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. If you were to poll your family, friends, and acquaintances, how might they describe heaven? Using 
the following Bible passages, describe the nature of heaven. Does the promise of heaven affect your 
thinking about pain? 
a) Matthew 6:20 –  
b) Luke 23:43 –  
c) John 14:2 –  
d) 1 Corinthians 2:9 –  
e) Hebrews 11:16 –  
f) Revelation 21:4 –  

  
2. Why does Lewis indicate that people might be silent on the subject of heaven, and what is his 
response to this? Do you find this to be true? Why or why not? (p. 149) 

  

 

  
3. Heaven is neither a bribe for goodness nor some “great pie in the sky” reality. Heaven is our desire for 
love, fellowship, joy, beauty, and union fulfilled for all eternity with the Creator. How does a pure desire 
for heaven differ from a mercenary desire (one that serves only for what they will get)? How does the 
thought of heaven comfort you when working through trials and the pains of life? (p. 149) 

  

 

  
4. Read 2 Corinthians 5:1–5 and Psalm 84:2. How do these passages support Lewis’s claim that within 
each soul there is a longing for heaven? How does Lewis compare our longing for our favorite books, 
beautiful landscapes, hobbies, and friendships with the longing for heaven? (pp. 149–150) 

  

 

 

Your place in heaven will seem to be made for you and you alone, 
because you were made for it—made for it stitch by stitch as a glove is 

made for a hand.  
 



5. Why does God make each soul unique? What use does God have for all the differences? (pp. 151–
152) 

  

 
6. Lewis defines the “ultimate law” as abandoning that which we really desire so as to allow it to truly 
live. How is Matthew 16:25–26 a death blow to self-centered living? What does it mean for us to give 
our life in order to save it? (p. 154) 

  

 
7. Lewis believes there will be no ownership in heaven. Using Revelation 2:17, what does he suggest we 
will receive, and what might that indicate? (p. 154) 

  

 
8. We most often understand 1 Corinthians 12:12–14 as it is used within the context of the diverse work 
of believers here on Earth. However, Lewis applies it to the diversity of believers eternally worshipping 
in heaven. What does Lewis say the result would be if we all experienced and worshipped God 
identically? (p. 155) 

  

 
9. God created us distinct from Himself that we might learn to love and “achieve union instead of mere 
sameness.” In other words, God did not create autonomous robots all programmed with the same 
output but rather individuals with a free will that would continue to become more distinct and reunited 
with Him. Read Isaiah 43:7 and Romans 8:29–30. How do these verses help a believer define their 
purpose in life and their relationship to God? 
 
  
10. Lewis said that a soul’s union with God is a continual self-abandonment. We must be “self-giving.” 
Read Galatians 2:20, Luke 9:23, and John 12:24. What does it mean as far as this life is concerned to 
surrender yourself and be crucified with Christ? Why is God’s grace coupled with our faith absolutely 
necessary for salvation? (pp. 156–157) 

  

 
11. What is outside the system of self-giving (surrendering yourself to Christ) from which there is no 
escape? (p. 158) 

  

 
12. After completing this book and study, what is your understanding about the pain and suffering 
experienced in life? Is this understanding different from when you started the study? If so, how? Does it 
also change your understanding about who God is? 

 

CHAPTER 10 NOTES AND REFERENCES 

Mercenary soul – One that serves only for what they will get 
 
Brocken spectre – A gigantic shadow of the viewer, which falls on the upper surface of clouds opposite 
the sun.  The phenomenon appears in literature and legends.  
 
Abrogate – To repeal and do away with 

 


