
The Problem of Pain - Chapter 9 
Animal Pain 

 
Why do animals experience suffering and pain, and what, if any, relation does this have to human pain? 
 
The Bible has so little to say about animal pain that this is admittedly in the area of speculation. But for 
those who are seriously disturbed by the thought of animal pain, Lewis surmises that, lacking 
consciousness, animals cannot suffer the way humans can suffer. There is no “self” within them to 
suffer. Animals may have pain but can never experience suffering or reflection upon that pain as a 
human would. 
 
In this chapter, Lewis speculates on the rationale for animal pain while developing several interesting 
theories about the possibility of animal immortality.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Why can the redemptive aspects of human pain not be extended to animal pain? Why should we not 
allow animal suffering to become the center of the problem of human pain? (pp. 132–133)  

  

 

 
2. Lewis said that “life” in the biological sense has nothing to do with good and evil until the life has the 
capacity to feel, perceive, or experience subjectively, which animals cannot. What three questions arise 
when trying to understand animal suffering and pain? (p. 134)  

  

 

 
3. In regard to the first question, “What do animals suffer?” what is Lewis’s response as to whether or 
not animals have the same awareness of their suffering as human beings do?   

  

 

 
4. What is the difference in the way that humans and animals experience pain? What distinction does 
Lewis make between sentience (the ability to perceive and experience pain) and consciousness (the 
state of being aware of one’s own existence)? (pp. 134–136) 

  

 

 
5. Read Genesis 1:27, 2:7, 2:19, and 7:15. What is the differentiating factor between the creation of 
animals and human beings? According to 1 Thessalonians 5:23, why is man the only creation of God with 
the ability to be redeemed through Christ? 

  

 

 

God has given us data which enable us, in some degree, to understand our own 

suffering: He has given us no such data about beasts. We know neither why 

they were made nor what they are, and everything we say about them is 

speculative. 
 



6. Admittedly, Lewis was fond of animals. As a child, he abandoned his given name, Clive, and 
announced that he wanted to be called Jack after his dog, Jacksie, died. The Narnia tales include a 
variety of animals acting in the best interest of the Christ-like lion, Aslan. Several times in this section, 
Lewis suggests that some of the higher beasts may have unconscious sentience but that most probably 
do not. Why is it a natural response for us to want to humanize animals and especially our pets? What 
did Lewis say that we might have invented because of our fondness for pets? (pp. 136–137) 

  

 
7. In regard to the second question on animal pain, why does Lewis reject the idea that animal disease, 
suffering, and death could be traced back to the original sin of human beings? If the origin of animal 
pain cannot be attributed to human rebellion, what theory does Lewis propose? (p. 137)  
  
 
8. How does Paul’s letter to the church at Rome in Romans 8:18–22 seemingly contradict Lewis’s theory 
of Satan corrupting the animal world prior to the fall of humanity? (p. 137)  

  

 
9. Supposing Satan did corrupt creation before the creation of man, what redemptive function does 
Lewis speculate might have been humanity’s role had man not fallen? (pp. 137–139) 

  

 
10. In regard to the third question, whatever the cause of animal suffering, God has permitted it, and 
since God is good, what will He ultimately do to set things right? Should He provide animals with 
immortality? Lewis warns that to even ask the question puts one at risk of being dismissed as an “old 
maid” who is overly preoccupied with her pets. However, he believes animal immortality to be a 
legitimate question for theological investigation, but where does he admittedly run into difficulty with 
his theory? (pp. 140–141) 

  

 
11. Lewis writes, “Man was appointed by God to have dominion over the beasts, and everything man 
does to an animal is either a lawful exercise, or a sacrilegious abuse, or an authority by Divine right.” 
Read Genesis 1:26–28. What do you think it means for humanity to have dominion over animals? What 
responsibility comes with that authority? 

  

 
12. What two reasons might cause Christians to hesitate to believe in animal immortality? (pp. 144–145) 

  

 
13. Explain Lewis’s theory of “derivative immortality” for domesticated animals. Do you agree or 
disagree with his theory? (p. 145) 

  

 
14. A better explanation of animal immortality possibly lies within Scripture. Read Romans 8:18–22 and 
Isaiah 11:6–9. What do these passages suggest? 

  

 
15. What are your thoughts as to why Lewis included this chapter? Could you have done without it, or 
was it helpful?  

 

 



CHAPTER 9 NOTES AND REFERENCES 

Sentience – The capacity to feel, perceive or experience subjectively. Eighteenth-century philosophers 
used the concept to distinguish the ability to think (reason) from the ability to feel. 
 
William Wordsworth was a major English Romantic poet who, with Samuel Taylor Coleridge, helped to 
launch the Romantic Age in English literature with their joint publication, Lyrical Ballads. – Wikipedia 
 
Anaesthetized – Deprived of feeling or awareness 
 
Docetist – Docetism is broadly defined as any teaching that claims that Jesus’s body was either absent or 
illusory.  
 
Hypostatised – Treat or represent (something abstract) as a concrete reality 
 
Systeme de la nature – Representing the laws of the moral and physical worlds 
 
Saturnalia – The ancient Roman festival of Saturn in December, which was a period of general 
merrymaking and was the predecessor of Christmas 

 

 


